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government and of the means of subsistence of the
nation. Recent events have, however, taught the com-
munity that under the complex conditions of modern life
and industry, the community itself is one of the most
interested parties in differences between employers and
men. It is, then, no longer possible for the consumer, as
representing the State, to remain indifferent. He is in
his own interests bound to intervene, and to intervene as
effectively and drastically as industrial conditions will
permit

In the second place, the old Cobdenite and laissez faire
view that the conditions of wages, health, housing, and
labour among the vast majority of the population of this
country was the concern of private individuals and of
private contract has long since been abandoned. The
Conservative Party from 1802 to 1906 never accepted this
particular principle and constantly legislated against it,
while since that date Radicalism itself has thrown over
its chosen prophets, and has embarked on a course of
policy completely at variance with the doctrines of philo-
sophic Liberalism. Conservatism, therefore, possesses
in matters of industrial legislation one enormous advan-
tage. Its future legislation in these matters will be in
consonance with its historic past, while its opponents, so
long as they adhere to Free Trade, will have to confess
themselves as unwilling converts over two-thirds of the
field of industry, while on the remaining fiscal third they
will be compelled to admit that they dare not apply their
principles. The spread of the views of modern econom-
ists has justified the intellectual standpoint of the Con-
servative Party, and few economists now believe that bad
wages spell good work or cheap and efficient production.
The practical experience of most modern employers
reinforces the view of the economists, and cheap labour
is no longer regarded as an essential to cheap production.

Our object is to find some practical means of promoting
industrial peace, while at the same time promoting
national well-being. Without examining in detail the
industrial development of the last few years, it is sufficient